
 
 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000 
       October 18, 2001 

 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEFS OF CHAPLAINS, MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 
 
SUBJECT:  Islamic Observance of Ramadan and Eid-Ul-Fitr 
 
 
 Muslim military personnel will soon be celebrating Ramadan (The Holy Month of 
Fasting) and Eid-Ul-Fitr (The Festival of Fast Breaking). 
 
 The approximate beginning date for Ramadan is November 16, 2001.  It is observed 
continuously for 29 or 30 days.  The exact date is determined by a lunar calendar.  During 
Ramadan, Muslims fast each day from dawn (approximately 1 1/2 hours before sunrise) until 
after sunset.  During these hours, a Muslim may not eat or drink.  Eid-Ul-Fitr, a 3-day festival of 
thanksgiving and rejoicing, is celebrated at the conclusion of Ramadan.  Eid-Ul-Fitr begins on 
December 16 or 17, 2001, depending on the lunar calendar. 
 
 Some accommodations may need to be made to allow Muslims to observe these religious 
celebrations.  Muslims may request release from duty each day at least 1/2 hour before sunset in 
order to make the necessary preparations for observance of the traditional Iftar (Fast Breaking 
Meal) and for the sunset prayer.  Muslims may also request exemption from participation in 
rigorous daily physical training and field training. 
 
 As in the past, a liberal leave policy is recommended to allow service members and DoD 
civilians to observe the celebration of Eid-Ul-Fitr. 
 
 
       [Signed] 
 
       Janet Y. Horton 
       Chaplain (COL), USA 
       Executive Director 
       Armed Forces Chaplains Board 
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